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— ANZAC DAY —

ANZAC DAY SERVICE

FRIDAY APRIL 25
MEMORIAL GATES - 6.15am

IF YOU ARE ABLE TO ASSIST WITH ANZAC DAY
PLEASE CONTACT SIMON HAYES

Queenstown RSA will have online Service sheets for Anzac Day
Dawn this year. Attendees will be able to download the link or
select the QR code to your phone. Details will be available shortly.

This should eliminate issues about not being able to read it
because of poor lighting, or water on your paper sheets should it be
raining on the day. A limited number of paper copies will be
available.
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LEST WE FORGET



QUEENSTOWN

Kay Edwards — Sally Lake — Gavin Bartlett — Phil Wilson
Chris Blackford - Rex Hawthorn — Michael White
Mandy Underdown — Phil Elrick — Pauline Ponton

Absent: Diane Mclrvine — Michele White

RSA Executive Committee

Welcome to the new
Executive Committee members

Vice President: Phil Elrick
Treasurer: Pauline Ponton
Minute Secretary: Mandy Underdown



PRESIDENT’S REPORT TO QUEENSTOWN RSA AGM 30 MARCH 2025

The 2024/2025 year began with a successful Poppy Day collection organised by Chris
Blackford. Thank you Chris for taking on this important role in raising funds for the Poppy
Trust. Thank you to all club members who assisted with the collections.

The Poppy Trust is vitally important for the welfare of all returned service personnel. Thank
you to our club members Chris and Kay who act as trustees and thanks to Rex who recently
retired from that position. Di Mclrvine has settled into the position of welfare officer (now
called LSA). Thank you Di for taking on this extremely important role.

ANZAC Day once again was very well organized by Simon and his committee. In spite of the
heavy rain which began at 6am the dawn service was well attended by Queenstown’s
community and we look forward to this year’s event hopefully in drier conditions. Thank
you to all who contribute to making the dawn service, the parade, the hall service and
morning tea so successful and a fitting memorial to those who sacrificed so much so that
we can enjoy the freedom that we have today.

The club committee has kept busy over the past year. My sincere thanks goes to all
committee members for their input. Sadly we have two members retiring from the
committee. Kay Edwards has done a fantastic job as both Treasurer and Minute
Secretary. Thank you Kay for all your hard work for the RSA over many years. Peter Doyle
is stepping down as Vice President; thank you Pete for assisting over the past year. I'm
delighted that Peter will continue publishing the bulletin which he does so well!

On a brighter note | am thrilled to announce that three members have stepped up to fill the
vacancies left by the “retirees”. Pauline Ponton will take over as Treasurer, Mandy
Underdown as Minute Secretary and Phil Elrick as Vice President. My thanks to each of you
for your support in filling these positions.

Sally continues to do a great job as Social Convenor. Monthly plate nights, the David
Geddes Scholarship presentation evening with the Ukeladies and the Christmas Dinner at
the Country Club were some of the highlights organised by Sally during the year. Thank you
Sally.

The Committee has agreed with Maryann Geddes to increase the DGMS to a value of $1500
in the coming year. This is an extremely worthwhile award providing assistance to a young
person from our community who has a bright future in their chosen field. It also serves as a
reminder to us all of the great work David Geddes did for our RSA.

Our club is made up of many members who all contribute so much. | want to thank you all
for making the club what it is and | want to encourage more club members to put their
hand up to help where they can. Whether it is helping on the bar, collecting for Poppy Day,
or tidying up the Gallipoli room we all have a part to play in making Queenstown RSA a
friendly, vibrant club which people want to belong to.

Phil Wilson  President.
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Qu;eenstown RSA
Minutes AGM 30 March 2025

Sunday 30 March 2025
The meeting was held in the RSA Gallipoli Room commencing at 2pm. The President
opened the meeting and welcomed those members present.

Present :, Phil Wilson, Kay Edwards, Peter Doyle, Michael White, Chris Blackford, Sally
Lake, Rex Hawthorne, Pauline Ponton, Gavin Bartlett, Simon Hayes, Phil Elrick, Mandy
Underdown

Apologies : Michele White, Louise and Russell Houliston, Bob and Desley Crosbie,
Phoebe and Don Pooley, Ella Wilson, Ngaire Hayes, Jim Huffstutler, Yvone Blackford,
Sandra Nilson, Gilda St George, Maree Hawthorn,

Apologies accepted: Peter/Chris

President’s Annual Report: ATTACHED
Report approved : Phil/Simon

Minutes of the 2024 AGM held on Sunday 24th March 2024:

Corrections : Correct spelling of Pauline Ponton, Jim and Judy Farquharson, Houliston, Jim
Huffstutler, Fotheringham, Gavin Bartlett was present .

Minutes of previous meeting was held on19 March 2023 and meeting date was 24 March
2024

Minutes as amended accepted on the motion of Michael/Sally

Matters Arising :

Peter queried parking request to Council. Phil advised not followed up.

Wakatipu Poppy Trust Report.

It is a requirement of the RSA National Council that all poppy funds are held in a specific
poppy trust, either a locally established one or the RNZRSA Poppy Trust.

It was very clear at meetings attended that there was a strong desire for the funds to be
held locally.

We have two trustees, myself and Kay, Arrowtown Trustees are Karen and Donna with two
independent trustees Fae Robertson and Graeme Todd, joining with Arrowtown took place
in 2023, at that time Rex was a Trustee and upon his later resignation, Kay took over.
Diane is our welfare officer, Rosemary is the welfare officer for Arrowtown, the trustees are
very grateful for the commitment shown by both welfare officers.

Last year poppy day raised a total of 20, 663.75.

This financial year the trustees have approved 10 applications for support to the value of
$22,297.00.

We are very grateful for the ongoing support of the community and the tireless efforts of our
volunteers which continue to make a meaningful difference to those in need.

Chris and Kay.

Report Accepted Moved Chris/Phil



Financial Reports : The Treasurer presented the annual accounts which are subject to
audit. Bruce Morris will complete the audit when he returns from overseas. We are
required to open a new account with ASB Bank, as SBS, our current banker, is no longer
supporting local Clubs. Moved that the RSA are authorized to open a new account with
ASB Bank and transfer banking operations to that Bank. For this purpose the meeting
authorizes Kay Edwards to open the accounts and confirms that those operating the
account be Phil Wilson, Kay Edwards, Michael White, Chris Blackford and Pauline Ponton.
Motion passed Kay/Rex. Carried

Kay moved her report seconded Michael

Social Club. We have $1700 in the account. Nothing planned for the future, plate nights
on the first Friday of the month are going well. Arrowtown to be invited to plate nights to en
encourage them to attend. We may have 4 new guests ex-navy Michael has met and
invited to attend. Report moved :Sally/Peter

Election of Office Bearers :

President : Phil Wilson Peter Doyle/Rex Hawthorne
Vice President : Phil Elrick Phil Wilson/Simon Hayes
Treasurer Pauline Ponton Phil Wilson/Rex Hawthorne
Minute Secretary Mandy Underdown Phil Wilson/Michael White
Admin. Secretary Michael White Phil Wilson/Kay Edwards
Committee (current) Sally Lake, Rex Hawthorne, Michael White, Michele White,

Gavin Bartlett, Diane Mclrvine (LSA), Chris Blackford, Kay
Edwards. Elected.
Simon Hayes is retiring from the Committee and was thanked for his service.

Poppy Day —

Poppy Day underway with organizing under the direction of Chris Blackford.

Collectors at the bottom of the mall rather than top and bottom. 4 or 5 people have
volunteered for collecting. Lions Pak & Save. More cardboard boxes coming. Rotary to be
approached to provide collectors.

ANZAC Day -

Subcommittee in place with Simon Hayes leading. There is only one service again this
year.

Call out for people to help with food on Thursday night. Speakers yet to be identified.
Simon advised all proceeding well. Altrusa helping with food on the morning, serving etc.
Lyall calling parade to order, query re pipe band playing before service, signs in cupboard
for parade. John Mann will carry Australian flag. Sally to ask Dean to carry NZ flag. QR
Code for service sheets, to be in Mountain Scene for scanning and other places.

General Business :

1. Peter asked if PA guy had been approached. Looking for Bluetooth microphone for
the service at the Hall.

2. Sally asked if we could invest in some sort of music for the rooms on Friday night.
Peter moved that we purchase a ‘boom box’. We need someone to provide their Spotify .
Peter to investigate for a solution. Thank you Simonn for demonstration.

The meeting closed at 2.45pm with the next AGM to be held in March 2026 round abou
the same time but the date to be flexible.
Thanks to the outgoing Treasurer, Recording Secretary.
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QUEENSTOWN RSA
COMMITTEE 2025 - 2026

President: Phil Wilson

Vice President: Phil Elrick
Secretary: Michael White
Minute Secretary: Mandy Underdown
Treasurer: Pauline Ponton
Committee members: Chris Blackford

Rex Hawthorne
Gavin Bartlett

Kay Edwards

Michele White
Social: Sally Lake
Welfare: Diane Mclrvine

Welcome To

Queenstown RSA

The Queenstown RSA welcomes club members and their
guests and visiting members of affiliated clubs.

We are located in the Queenstown Memorial Centre,
Memorial Street, upstairs in the Gallipoli Room — an
electric invalid chair is available for those who are unable
to use the stairs.
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YOU!

FRIDAY NIGHT SOCIAL GET
TOGETHER

Every Friday in the

RSA Clubrooms
Meet from 5.00pm till 7.00pm.

PLATE NIGHT
FIRST FRIDAY OF THE MONTH
Raffles
Membership lucky draw
Musical evenings
Pool table




QUEENSTOWN RSA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
2024 -2025

Peter Doyle, Sally Lake, Gavin Bartlett, Simon Hayes,
Chris Blackford, Rex Hawthorne

Kay Edwards, Michael White, Phil Wilson






MARGARET TURNER

(formerly of Drummond and Queenstown)
27.10.1928 - 22.3.2025

Obituary

She believed she was the luckiest person alive right up until her wearying body
of 96 years finally overtook her spirit at 10.00pm last Saturday. Yet she had lost
the love of her life Lin nearly 17 years earlier and, until her recent move to
Auckland, was living at some distance from her three loving sons and their wives
- John and Diana (Culverden), Guy and Claire (Havelock North), Michael and
Sussan (Auckland) - and their families. She cherished every opportunity to see
her nine grandchildren and, at last count, 10

great-grandchildren. But Margaret was never lonely because she always drew
people towards her with her kindness, generosity and patience. None more so
than Bee Neo Chew, the exchange student who became the daughter she never
had. Bee Neo's love for "Margie Mum" has been passed on to her own family in
New York and beyond. Margaret lived independently in Queenstown until July
last year when she accepted the need to move into care closer to family at St
Andrew's Village in Glendowie. The family is deeply grateful for the care and
comfort provided by the remarkable staff there. A farewell will be held for
Margaret at All Souls Chapel, Purewa, Auckland at 1.00pm on April 16.

Member Queenstown RSA for many years



A STAR IS BORN



